
History – Autumn Term – Cycle B 

Year 1 and Year 2 

Autumn 2 Session Learning Objective Success Criteria 

History focus 
 

The Greatest 
Explorers 

 
Who were the 

Greatest 
Explorers? 

 

What is an explorer? 
 

To learn about what explorers did in 
history and do now, and explain their 
achievements. 
 

● I know what an explorer is and what they do. 
● I can locate some explorers on a timeline. 
● I can describe what the explorers achieved and why their 
achievements are important. 
 

Who was Amelia Earhart? To understand why Amelia Earhart 
made history as an explorer. 

● I can identify key events in the life of Amelia Earhart. 
● I know when Amelia Earhart lived, and can locate her on a 
timeline. 
 

Why was Amelia Earhart a great 
explorer? 

To learn about the life of Amelia 
Earhart and why she is important. 

● I can explain why Amelia Earhart’s exploration was 
important. 
● I can give valid reasons why over time there have been 
fewer female explorers than male explorers. 
 

Who was Neil Armstrong? To know and understand the 
achievements of Neil Armstrong as an 
explorer. 

● I know the key events in the life of Neil Armstrong. 
● I can explain the achievements of Neil Armstrong. 
 

What did Neil Armstrong do to make 
him a great explorer? 

To learn about the life of Neil 
Armstrong and why he is important. 

● I understand Neil Armstrong’s role in the first moon 
landing. 
● I understand why his achievements are significant. 
 

Who is the greatest explorer? To consider who is the greatest 
explorer, and be able to explain the 
reasons. 

● I can explain what it means to be a great explorer. 
● I can provide valid reasons for why I have made my 
selection. 
● I understand that other people may have differing and 
equally valid viewpoints. 
 

 

 



Year 3 and Year 4 

Autumn 1 Session Learning Objective Success Criteria 

History focus 
 

The Stone Age 
 

What was 
new about 

the New 
Stone Age? 

 
 

Why is it called the ‘Stone Age’? To define the ‘Stone Age’ and its 
different periods. 

● I can explain why the period is called the ‘Stone Age’. 
● I can recognise the long period of time of the Stone Age, and 
where it fits within the wider historical context. 
● I can name and sequence the three periods of the Stone 
Age. 

What was life like in the Old and 
Middle Stone Ages? 

To use sources to identify distinctive 
features of two time periods. 

● I can describe some differences and similarities in people’s 
lives in the Old and Middle Stone Ages. 
● I can use sources to reach conclusions about life in this 
period. 
● I can reach a valid conclusion on the quality of life at this 
time. 

How much change happened in the 
New Stone Age? 

To compare change between the 
Neolithic period and earlier periods. 

● I can distinguish between features of the different periods of 
the Stone Age. 
● I can give possible reasons for the changes. 
● I can produce valid conclusions about the significance of 
these changes. 

What can the village of Skara Brae tell 
us about life in Neolithic times? 

To know about life in Neolithic times 
from investigating historical and 
archaeological sources. 

● I can use sources to reach conclusions about life in Neolithic 
times. 
● I understand how archaeologists and historians use 
remaining evidence to interpret the past. 
● I can make comparisons between family life in Neolithic 
times and today. 

Why did the Neolithic people build 
monuments? 

To provide valid reasons for the 
existence of monuments. 

● I can describe some of the key features of significant 
monuments. 
● I understand that there are different interpretations of the 
sites. 
● I can make valid inferences about people’s beliefs at the 
time. 

Was great progress made in the Stone 
Age? 

To perform a role play showing the 
extent of change during the Stone 
Age. 

● I know about some key areas of progress made during the 
Stone Age. 
● I can communicate to others my understanding of change 
during the Stone Age. 
● I can reach an overall judgement about the level of progress 
achieved during the Stone Age. 



Year 3 and Year 4 

Autumn 2 Session Learning Objective Success Criteria 

History focus 
 

The Bronze 
Age and the 

Iron Age 
 

Which was 
more 

impressive – 
the Bronze 
Age or the 
Iron Age? 

 
 

What difference did bronze make? To understand the importance of the 
improvements made by using bronze. 

● I can locate the Bronze Age on a timeline. 
● I can describe some key features of the Bronze Age. 
● I can explain why changes in the Bronze Age impacted 
people’s lives. 

How does the Amesbury Archer help 
us know more about the Bronze Age? 

To use sources in order to find out 
more about Bronze Age life. 

● I can work out information about the Bronze Age from 
using sources. 
● I know and understand about aspects of life in the Bronze 
Age. 
● I can organise and present information from my research. 

Do we agree that not much happened 
in the Iron Age? 

To reach a conclusion about the scale 
of the achievements made in the Iron 
Age. 

● I can identify important features about the Iron Age. 
● I can explain why there are differing viewpoints about the 
Iron Age. 
● I can support my opinions with accurate information. 

Was home life much better in the Iron 
Age than the Bronze Age? 

To make a comparison between home 
life in the Bronze Age and the Iron 
Age. 

● I can find similarities and differences between Bronze Age 
and Iron Age houses and home life. 
● I can make an informed decision about which period was 
better. 
● I can explain which sources provide evidence about 
homes in these periods. 

Do you think this was a dangerous 
time for people to live? 

To understand the dangers faced in 
Bronze and Iron Age Britain. 

● I can identify some of the dangers Bronze and Iron Age 
people faced. 
● I can explain some of the ways people at this time 
protected themselves. 
● I can reach a conclusion on whether it was dangerous to 
live in the Bronze and Iron Ages. 

Are you more impressed by the 
Bronze Age or the Iron Age? 

To reach an overall judgement 
comparing the Bronze Age to the Iron 
Age. 

● I can describe key features of life in the Bronze and Iron 
Ages. 
● I can explain several reasons why one time period was 
more impressive than the other. 
● I can support my opinions with evidence. 

 



Year 5 and Year 6 

Autumn 2 Session Learning Objective Success Criteria 

History focus 
 

The Anglo-
Saxons 

 
Was the 

Anglo-Saxon 
period really a 

Dark Age? 
 
 

Who were the Anglo-Saxons and why 
did they choose to settle in England? 

To know who the Anglo-Saxons were, 
and why and when they chose to 
settle in England. 

● I can explain who the Anglo-Saxons were. 
● I can give valid reasons why they settled in England. 
● I understand what archaeological evidence can tell us 
about the Anglo-Saxons. 

What can we learn about the Anglo-
Saxons from the Sutton Hoo ship 
burial? 

To discover how the Anglo-Saxons 
lived using archaeological evidence. 

● I understand what archaeological evidence can tell us 
about the Anglo-Saxons. 
● I understand the limitations of using archaeological 
evidence. 
● I understand why the discovery of the Sutton Hoo ship 
burial was so important. 

How significant was the Staffordshire 
Hoard in telling us about the Anglo-
Saxons? 

To be able to explain why the 
Staffordshire Hoard was so significant. 

● I can reach conclusions about the Anglo-Saxons from 
using archaeological evidence. 
● I understand the limitations of using just archaeological 
evidence. 
● I can explain why the discovery of the Staffordshire Hoard 
was so significant. 

How useful is written evidence in 
finding out about the Anglo-Saxons? 

To know about some of the key 
documents related to Anglo-Saxon 
times and their limitations. 

● I understand the importance of the Lindisfarne Gospels, 
Beowulf and Bede’s History. 
● I can provide some information obtained from these 
sources related to the Anglo-Saxon people. 
● I can explain some of the limitations of this evidence. 

Was the Anglo-Saxon period really a 
‘Dark Age’? 

To produce a valid argument about 
whether this period deserves to be 
called a ‘Dark Age’. 

● I can provide reasons why the period could be called the 
‘Dark Ages’ and discuss the counter argument. 
● I can use a variety of evidence to support my viewpoint. 
● I can present my thinking clearly as a balanced argument. 

How can we find out about the past 
from a study of archaeology?  

To understand what can be 
discovered about the past from 
archaeological remains. 

● I know how archaeologists work, and can utilise their 
approaches. 
● I understand the importance of archaeological evidence in 
our study of history. 
● I understand that differing interpretations of the past may 
be reached based on the evidence found. 

 


