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Malpas Alport Endowed Primary School
Science Policy
Aims and Objectives: 

Developing and increasing pupils’ understanding and enjoyment of science is core to our curriculum at Malpas Alport. Science stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity about the natural world and wider events within society. A scientist observes, questions, investigates, records and analyses data. All children can be scientists by following their own natural curiosity, and at Malpas Alport, we help to build and reinforce these skills so that children are able to thrive and achieve. 

We aim to:

· Develop a positive attitude towards science and ensure that children can see the relevance in everyday life.
· Ensure children have opportunities to investigate and work collaboratively. 

· Give children the confidence and ability to use scientific knowledge and skills.
· Develop mathematical skills and enable children to see links to other areas of the curriculum.
· Allow children to communicate their findings in a variety of ways.
· Encourage children to work both independently and cooperatively with others.
· Reinforce the needs for personal and group safety by the correct usage and storage of resources and science equipment.
· To develop children’s aspirations of potential careers in science through talking about the work of scientists and how they can make a difference to others. 
The Philosophy and Ethos:
We believe science encompasses the acquisition of knowledge, concepts, skills and positive attitudes. Through the programmes of study in the National Curriculum science document, children will acquire and develop these skills throughout their years in primary school.
We believe that science promotes communication in a specific and precise language involving mathematical and logical thinking. It allows children to develop ways of finding out for themselves and provides them with practice in problem solving as well as recognising links to other curriculum areas. 
As their knowledge and understanding increases and they become more proficient in selecting and using scientific equipment and collating and interpreting results. They will also develop their confidence in their growing ability to reach conclusions based on real evidence, whilst explaining this both verbally and in writing using precise and relevant scientific vocabulary. 
Science fosters a curiosity in children about our universe and promotes respect for the living and non-living. It allows children to develop original ideas and a questioning attitude around the world in which we live and current events that impact upon our present and future.
Equal Opportunities: 

At Malpas Alport Primary School we are committed to providing all children with an equal entitlement to scientific activities and opportunities regardless of race, gender, culture or class. 
Inclusion: 
In school we aim to meet the needs of all of our children by differentiation in our science planning and in providing a variety of approaches and tasks appropriate to ability levels. This will enable children with learning and/or physical difficulties to take an active part in scientific learning and practical activities and investigations and to achieve the goals they have been set. Some children will require closer supervision and more adult support to allow them to progress whilst more able children will be extended through differentiated activities. By being given enhancing and enriching activities, more able children will be able to progress to a higher level of knowledge and understanding appropriate to their abilities. 
Assessment and Record Keeping: 

Assessment for learning is continuous throughout the planning, teaching and learning cycle.  
Ongoing assessment involves:

· Observing children at work, individually, in pairs, in a group, and in classes. 

· Questioning, talking and listening to children.

· Holding open discussions with children based around their work/investigations carried out.


· Completion of knowledge and understanding grids/end of unit assessment tasks for each science topic covered.


· Children’s progress is continually monitored and tracked throughout their time in school.

· All work must be marked regularly in order to provide children with clear learning points and next steps to move them forward. Verbal feedback should be provided for more practical work. 

· Teachers may set children home learning to focus on these next steps to further embed their learning.  
Health and Safety: 

Children will be taught to use scientific equipment safely during practical activities.  Class teachers and support staff will check equipment before use to ensure it is safe to use, all damages will be reported to the science lead and the defective equipment will be taken away from children. A simple risk assessment will be carried out for all practical activities and any potential hazards will be actioned appropriately.  Safe practice in science must be promoted at all times. Any trips should have been planned with due regard to the school policy on taking children on outings. LA guidance may need to be sought on education visits involving farms or other similar sites.[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12][image: image13][image: image14][image: image15][image: image16][image: image17][image: image18][image: image19][image: image20][image: image21][image: image22][image: image23][image: image24][image: image25][image: image26][image: image27][image: image28][image: image29][image: image30][image: image31][image: image32][image: image33][image: image34][image: image35][image: image36][image: image37]
